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Point of Contacts Essential Roles 
 

The enactment of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Title I, Part A (Title 1) of the Elementary and 
Secondary Act of 1965 (ESEA) now include new protections to support students in foster care to achieve 
educational stability and success in school. The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act of 2008 (Fostering Connections) (Public Law 110-351) amends Titles IV B and E of the 
Social Security Act. The legislation requires child welfare agencies to collaborate with educational 
agencies to keep children in foster care in the same school when living placements change, if remaining 
in that school is in the child’s best interests. The Act adds section 475 (1)(G) to require case plan 
requirements to improve educational stability for children in foster care.  
 
Both Fostering Connections Act and Title I of ESSA emphasize the shared responsibility of each agency to 
ensure educational stability for students in foster care. Fostering Connections legislation requires that 
child welfare agencies provide a plan to ensure educational stability for foster children.   
 
This includes:  
 

• Assurances that the placement of a child in foster care takes into account the 
appropriateness of the current educational setting, and the proximity of the school in 
which a child is enrolled at the time of placement; and 

• An assurance that the state agency has coordinated with appropriate local educational 
agencies (as defined under section 9191 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
of 1965) to ensure that a child remains in the school in which they are enrolled at the 
time of placement; or  

• If remaining in such school is not in the best interests of a child, assurances by the state 
child welfare agency and the local educational agencies to provide immediate and 
appropriate enrollment in a new school, with all of a child’s educational records 
provided to the school. In addition, the act expands the definition of “foster care 
maintenance payments” to include reasonable travel for a child to remain in the school 
in which they are enrolled at the time of placement.  

• Expanding the definition of “foster care maintenance payments” to include reasonable 
travel for a child to remain in the same school in which they were enrolled at the time of 
placement. A Title IV-E agency has the discretion to determine what is considered 
reasonable travel. 

 
State and Local Collaboration  
A child welfare agency administering plans under Title IV-E and IV-B of the Social Security Act must 
insure that the educational stability plan of each child in foster care includes an assurance that the child 
welfare agency has coordinated with the appropriate local education agency (LEA) to ensure that the 
child can remain in the school of origin, or if remaining in that school is not in the child’s best interest, 
an assurance that the child will be enrolled immediately in a new school.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

Potential Roles for State and Local Points of Contact   
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Joint Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education (ED) and Health and Human Services 
identifies guiding principles that identify responsibilities of State and local education agencies (LEA’s) to 
implement ESSA, and align the implementation of ESSA provisions with overlapping Fostering 
Connections provisions to aid state and local agency efforts. The list below is not exhaustive. Please 
consider the list and identify which of these areas of focus remain problematic in your work. Please send 
me a note with details about the challenge with the corresponding number associated below.  This 
information along with other data can inform future technical assistance content, as well as inform the 
POC Bulletin currently under development. Send your comments to Helen.bassett@state.mn.us.   
 

 
State and Local Child Welfare Role Under the Fostering Connections Act 

 
The Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-
351), Titles IV-B and IV-E Plan Requirements, Title IV-E Plan of the Social Security Act. The Act 
includes an Educational Attendance Requirement in section 471 (a ) (30), as part of the state Title 
IV-E plan for school age children in foster care for whom there is eligibility, in approved school 
programs, unless incapable due to a medical condition.  Requires that State child welfare 
agencies provide a plan to ensure educational stability for foster children.  ACYF-CB-PI-10-11, 
SECTION E. 

Potential Local Child Welfare Responsibilities/Roles 
1. Title IV-E does not require child welfare agencies to have POCs to coordinate with 

educational; agencies, but encourages child welfare agencies to designate an equivalent 
POC at the State, tribal, and local level, depending on their agency structure. If a child 
welfare agency identifies a POC, they are encouraged to notify the LEA in writing as 
soon as possible. Non-Regulatory Guidance. (2016) p. 22 Q. 36  

2. Requires that the case plan of a student in care to include documentation that the best 
interest educational are factored into the needs of the child, with regular updates, 
including at each placement location change. 

3. Serving as one of the primary contacts between children in foster care and school staff, 
district personnel, and other service providers.   

4. Establishing a process to notify the educational agency when a foster care placement of 
a child is in the LEA or when there has been a foster care placement change.  

5. Establishing a process for coordinating on best interest determinations with the LEA. 
6. Facilitating transfer of records, including immunizations, medical records and copies of 

IEP’s and Section 504 plans.  
7. Make placement decisions based on consideration of the 10 Best Interest Factors, 

(Minn. Statutes 260C.212. Sub. 2), and documented in the case plan.   
8. Providing training to LEA and child welfare agency staff on educational needs of 

children in foster care including State and local policies.  
9. Coordinating with the corresponding LEA POC on implementation of the Title 1 

provisions including immediate enrollment, and to coordinate transportation services. 
10. Reduce gap time when child moves from one school and enrolls in another new school.   
11. Monitor the child’s school performance and attendance. 
12. Attend IEP, open houses, school conferences or meet with other social workers 

meetings whenever possible. 
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13. Coordinate tribal, county and school efforts to improve school attendance and reduce 
truancy. 

14. Identify additional support services needed for the children in care.   
15. Monitor the initial and all subsequent placements include provisions that ensure 

educational stability. 
16. Discuss the child’s educational needs with the foster parents, and that barriers 

encountered during the child’s placement are met.  
17. Work with school staff to support Title IV-E claiming and defining reasonable costs for 

transportation for “reasonable travel” for eligible students.  
18. Ensuring that data sharing between child welfare and LEA complies with all statutory 

requirements to protect student privacy, including FERPA and any Federal, State, or 
local laws, including those under IDEA, (20 U.S.C. § 1417 (c ). (34 C.F.R. §§ 300.611 – 
300.626) 

 
 
 
 


